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Mission Statement

To improve the quality of
life in the Rusk County
Community through
permanent endowments
and grant giving.

Vision Statement

The Rusk County Community Foundation is the
catalyst for community
improvement and development, being a leading
local resource promoting
our community by providing the Rusk County
non-profit community
with philanthropic support used to responsibly
address community
needs.

HOW HABITAT WORKS
Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit,
ecumenical Christian ministry that seeks
to eliminate poverty housing and homelessness. Habitat invites people of all
backgrounds, races and religions to help
build simple, decent houses together in
partnership with families in need.
THE PARTNER FAMILY
A partner family is chosen by the Family
Selection Committee, based on certain
criteria. First, the family is presently living in inadequate or substandard housing. For example: there may be too many
people for the size of the living space or a
lack of standard plumbing. The partner
family must also be willing to help work
on their house. Each adult in the family is required to contribute a minimum
of 300 hours of labor before the family
moves in.
HABITAT DOESN’T GIVE AWAY
HOUSES
While the partner family cannot be financially able to secure a traditional
bank loan, it must be able to repay the

no-interest loan on their house. A Habitat
house is NOT free. The price of the house
is determined by the cost of materials and
contracted labor. Habitat holds the mortgage and the monthly payments are used
to help build new houses.
HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO…
•Before Habitat can begin to build, we
must have a partner family. If you know
someone who might meet these criteria,
call or have that family call 532-5111.
Leave your name and address. We will
send out a preliminary application.
•Before we build we must raise a substantial amount of money. Donations are
always needed. Your group can sponsor
a fund-raising event or donate directly to
Habitat for Humanity, Rusk County, PO
Box 238 Ladysmith WI 54848.
•Volunteer! We need people willing to
work with the partner families, to raise
money so that we can continue building,
and to help with all stages of the building process. Call 532-5111 and leave your
name, phone number and/or email address.

Sheena Wick of
Time Out is pictured with finalist
Lois List. Sheena
accepted a $500
grant in Lois’s
honor.
Lois also selected
Lighthouse.org to
receive a $500 grant.
Some of the nominees recognized were Carl Johnson, Krista BethkePeterson, Glen Barker, Dean Meyer and Karen Ek.

Finalist Mary Arts is pictured with Dave Hulback of Bruce Public Schools (Holiday Store)
and Jilleen Brooks of Ladysmith Middle
School (SnoBall Dance) who each received
$500 grants from the Foundation.

Heart Of Gold Banquet
2009
Rusk County Community Foundation honored twenty Rusk County
residents at their second annual
Heart of Gold recognition banquet,
held at Tee Away September 13. In
a process starting many months ago,
the Foundation sought nominations
from the public for people observed
to have a Heart of Gold, defined as
“those people who give of themselves
unselfishly to serve others with volunteer acts of service and/or kindness
beyond the call of duty.” A selection
panel representing all areas of the
county met and three finalists were
selected. Each finalist then was able
to direct a total of $1,000 in grants
from the Foundation to the Rusk
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Finalist Doug Sorenson (center) is pictured with Tami Stewart (left)
of Our Lady of Sorrows School who accepted a $750 grant and
Kathy Peterson (right) representing the Hope Lutheran Food Pantry,
who received a $250 grant. As a finalist, Doug could choose who
would receive up to $1000 from RCCF in his honor.

County non-profit organization of
their choice, in their honor.
This year’s finalists were Mary Arts,
Lois List and Doug Sorenson.
Other nominees included Glen Barker, Krista Bethke-Peterson, Sister
Mary Lucy Daniels, Karen Ek, Kitty
Franck, Jerry Gillis, Erny Heiden,
Carl Johnson, Gene Kelley, Mary
Lou Klein, Laurae Mallinson, Dean
Meyer, Melanie Meyer, Sharalyn
Overhagen, Dr. Mark Roberts, Erika
Robinson and Eldon Skogen.
The evening included a complimentary wine bar, music by Matt Zacharias, Jonny Stoll and Laura Sporre,

hors d’oeuvres, and an auction.
Al Miller and Richard LaBelle of
Norte’ Antique and Floral provided
centerpieces and décor for the event,
and Gordie and Bev Dukerschein
sponsored the dessert table, catered
by Connie Huiras of Weyerhaeuser.
Heart of Gold chairperson, Bev Dukerschein said, “We’re very grateful to
Tee Away and their staff for their
contribution for the evening, to our
silent and live auction donors, to Al
& Richard for the beautiful décor,
and to the nominees who were honored for their volunteer spirit and for
the support of the community as we
work to build the Foundation and
this event in years to come.”

Grant Writing Workshop a
Sucess
“Writing the grant is the least important part of the grant proposal”
was Boris Frank’s opening statement
in UW – Superior’s Grant Writing
Workshop sponsored by Rusk County Community Foundation. Homework, preparation, and relationship
building, prior to writing the proposal, were the keys to the successful
outcome of the grant writing process.
The current grant application “success rate” is 1 in 15. By applying a
variety of marketing principals in
our research and tailoring our grant
proposals to the right organization
we can dramatically move the odds
to our favor to fund the grant we apply for. Our day long workshop was
spent giving us those tools as well as
perusing the resources necessary to
accomplish that objective. Those in
attendance walked away from the
class with a new appreciation for the
challenges and work involved in the
grant writing process as well as the
tools to proceed forward.
Our series concluded with our
fourth and final class, Basic Financial
Management, on Thursday, October
29th, at Rusk County Library’s Lower Level. Although smaller in size with
12 attending, the discussion throughout the day was lively. Instructors
Beth Niemi and Karen Salmela, CPA
walked those in attendance through
the budget development process, financial statement analysis and presentation, cash management strategies and the importance of building
an operating reserve.
The board of Rusk County Community Foundation would like to express our appreciation for this opportunity to present this education series
to help build and strengthen our local
nonprofit organizations. It expresses
our commitment to future service by
laying the foundation for excellence
in the development of our non-profit
community. RCCF under- wrote a
substantial portion of the costs of the
program making affordable both

class attendance as well as the convenience and cost of not having to travel. The classes provided continuing
education (CE) credits leading to the
NonProfit Administration Certified
Program offered through the University of Wisconsin-Superior. Through
class attendance we had the opportunity to meet and network with
various directors and board members
opening up greater dialog among
ourselves. For everyone… this was a
great program.
-submitted by Kevin Smith

Thank You!
Kathy Pakes, chair of the Rusk
County Community Foundation
board attended her last board
meeting on November 18. Kathy
will be resigning as chair to take a
position in Madison. The Board
of Directors thanks Kathy for
her leadership and dedication to
the Foundation and wish her the
best. Andy Albarado will be acting chair until the next election.

Remember RCCF
Many rural foundations such as
RCCF typically grow with gifts from
a wide range of people as opposed to
large gifts from a few people. Please
consider a gift to the foundation as
you make your end of year donation decisions, as a memorial tribute
or in honor of a special occasion or
loved one. Margaret Mead’s sage advice was: “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed,
it’s the only thing that ever has.” Any
gift large or small will spark the possibility that the Foundation can have
a larger impact sooner than later.

Curious about the RCCF?
Fill out and mail this to us! We’d be
glad to let you know more!
I would like more information
about the services provided by the
Rusk County Community Foundation.
I would like someone from the
Foundation to contact me.
I would like information on
how to establish a permanent endowment fund.
I would like information on the
different ways to give to the community through the Foundation.

Kathy speaking at this years’
Heart Of Gold ceremony
The Foundation also thanks outgoing
board members Sandy Roth and Carolyn
Snyder for their service and welcomes
Richard LaBelle and Diane Doke to the
Board of Directors.

Please mail to: Rusk County Community Foundation P.O. Box 54
Ladysmith, WI 54848

We recognize gifts received in our
newsletter. Please specify how you
would like your name to appear or
specify anonymous.
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P.O. Box 54
Ladysmith, WI 54848

Thank you for these Recent Gifts and Contributions
The RCCF gratefully acknowledges the following gifts
received since our last published listing:
The donations were put into the general fund unless
noted below.
Deb Bricco
Dave and Lisa Brost
Ann Buslee NORDA Fund
Gordie and Bev Dukerschein
Larry and Shirley Dukerschein
Carolyn Forde
Mario and Sherry Friedel
Gary and Judy Gaier IMO Bonnie Henderson
Jon & Chris Hamel
Bill and Dinah Hahn
Wayne and Carole Halberg
Gary and Vicki Kielar
Norte’ Antiques
Kathy Pakes
Jim and Janet Platteter
Rice Lake Dental Center
Susan Singerhouse
Carlton and Joanne Spooner
Rob and Lori Stushek
John and Deborah Ziemer

www.ruskfoundation.org

We would also like to thank the people who donated items for
the Heart of Gold auction:
Jim and Diane Doke (grilling set)
Ted East (Bear Carving)
Flambeau Correctional (Cedar Chest)
Flambeau Valley Arts (Season tickets)
Gloria McGahey (bent willow chair and table and Barney’s Meats gift
certificate)
Stew and Doris Lemke (Flambeau Forest Inn gift certificate)
Main Street Market (gift certificate)
Norte’ Antique and Floral (framed print, floral arrangements, and decor)
RCCF Board Members (donations for a wine basket)
Kevin Smith and Rebecca Allen (Dells Vacation Package)
Tome Thomsen (original art work)
Eileen Ziesler (autographed book)
Additional thanks to Chef Kari Peterson, Mary Jo and John Schindler
and the staff at Tee Away for donations of labor and discounts on their
services for our event.
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